Bunriha Kenchlk Kai True stories

The year is 1920—

just a century ago.
It’s said that fewer than 1% of students : £
in any given grade ever attended university. : e — ‘

students needed a lot more than
a high level of scholarship and
willpower to attend university.

&) University was a castle in the sky

& only those with significant
“*| financial backing and their family’s
4 approval—or push—could climb to.
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Of all universities, Tokyo Imperial University | —
had some of the highest hurdles to entry, '
and it was here that a handful of (affluent) students
in the university’s department of
architecture started Bunriha-- 3
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Perhaps as a sign of the times—this was during }
the rise of civil liberties and equality \

under Taisho democracy, after all—

some skilled individuals with no ties to
imperial universities came to flourish in Bunriha.
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Bunzo Yamaguchi

#(then named
Bunzo Okamura)

' | wanna go to
Yeah, sure. college! /f
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Born in Asakusa to Shimizu Gumi’s
master carpenter. After his parents
oppose his attending university,
young Bunzo graduates high school
and resigns himself to working for
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Shimizu Gumi.
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But I still wanna be
an architect-*-
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This essay
<\ s fascinating!

But'--I don’t understand
this and this.
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Wait. The author is an engineer
in the Building and Repairs Department
of the Ministry of Communications,
Mamoru Yamada---

I'll ask him

L/ You better read this, in a letter.

» Mamoru Yamada!
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Unable to abandon his dreams of
becoming an architect, Bunzo ther
eafter quit the construction site**
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made inquiries

| will be an
here and there---

architect!

and landed a job as a drafting
technician at the Ministry of
Communications

(later NTT and
the Japan Post).

Well, we do have
one vacancy.
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The senior officials” bathroom
is nicer. I'm going here.

senior and junior government officials
even get different bathrooms.

Mamoru

Yamada. i

A pleasure.
/

This is the new
drafting technician,
Yamaguchi.

Probably
didn’t read it

We're actually having
a Bunriha meeting.
Join the fun?

Something /e
something Something

\ Nietzsche-- something n
V= '\‘BSchopenhauer-" :
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My research into
Vitruvius-




What are they talking
| about? Can't'--keep up**
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! E institutions these d

AN "

Just learn it
piece by piece.

A-ha! You're a drafting
technician, aren’t you?
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This is incredible!
Hey! You should have this displayed in
the Bunriha Exhibition!
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Here’s someone you should meet!

Chikatada Kurata.
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¥ A course selected for study from an academic program. Non-regular students had restricted library access,
and completing the elective did not result in a degree.
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Lwent thraugh universityon I met him at the Peace Exhibition.

*electives, and I've been studying o e
on my own while working. He's incredibly 51ghtfu1.
N

He’s been with us
since the second
exhibition.

His background in architectural
journalism proves talented folks
come from all sorts of places.

Just study on your own
to fill in the gaps!
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Yamaguchi came to join Bunriha By studying at the Kensu Gakkan
for their exhibition. : (a higher preparatory school) after work--

Bunriha continued to search for
new talent to be featured in
their exhibitions.

Sumida River
Kiyosu Bridge

Kiyosu Bridge, completed 1924,
illustration by Bunzo Yamaguchi
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St. Zion Chapel

(today St. Michael's ‘
Church, Shibuya)) [/

Kurata's stained glass
is preserved in the
church to this day
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Rendering: Bunzo Yamaguchi i
Source: Machimori Tsushin YB ed. (created by Yoshinori Date)
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But there was one more:--:
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Good evening, everyone.

If there’s talk of new members,
I'd like to throw my hat

in the ring.

Oh, here comes
Mr. Ouchi!
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This upstanding character,
Shuichiro Ouichi,

would join Bunriha since the
5th Exhibition.

Don’t “mister” me!
You're senior to me, Mr. Ishimoto!

very polite
since

high school,

1t has been a great pleasure
to accompany Mr. Horiguchi
to Europe and befriend

Not a chance.

the members of Bunriha. An upstanding man
:' T T § like you deserves respect.
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el s ® Ouchi must be the only man
o to command so much respect
i 2 from Ishimoto.
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All written by waiko waida
% [nspired by true events %

Translation: Fraze Craze [ne.




